Parent Staff Organization Meeting

Cardiff School District

February 25, 2009

Minutes

PSO Officers:

Britta Brewer

President

Suzie Abeyta

Vice President Cardiff Elementary

Courtney Engelman
Treasurer

Greta Ott


Secretary

Attendees: Tom Pellegrino, Susie Murray, Sue Yant, Pat Lawyer, Jennifer Moore, Carolyn Whitehouse, Meghan Laurs, Peter Mlynar, Olivia Kleinrath, Mark Whitehouse, Vicki Brandon, Stacy Davis, Carrie Elwin, Christy Bulskov, Damian Baumhover, Becky Escobar, Amy Wrench, Nicole Gasperoni, Dogmar Landel, Kevin Landel, Allison Wylot, Ciara Ortiz, Pamela Sylvor, Kristen McCartney, Lisa Dalton, David W. Agran.

Introductions:

Meeting called to order at 6:33 by Britta Brewer. 

Agenda review/additions: No changes.

Minutes:

Review and adoption of January minutes. Motion to approve by Courtney seconded by Britta Brewer. Unanimously passed.

Old Business:

1. Financial Report: Things are going well; checks were received from Box Tops and eScrip. We are currently seeking donations for both of items and monetary donations for the Ice Cream Social.  We received a generous direct donation of $500. 

2. Dinners Night Out: The next Dinner’s Night Out is Daphne's of Encinitas. It will be March 4, 4 to 9 pm. A flier will be sent home next week.

3. Newsletter: The next Wave will be distributed March 11. The deadline for that edition is March 6. All items should be emailed to Kristy at kristen.mccartney@att.net.

4. Ocean Night: Ocean Night is back! Ocean Night 2009 will be Tuesday, March 31 in the evening. It will be a fun and educational night. Anyone interested in volunteering, please contact Carolyn Whitehouse at Carolyn_whitehouse@yahoo.com, she is actively seeking volunteers.

5.Art Night: A huge thank you to all who participated. It was a great night. Don't forget to check out the community art INT surfboards at both the Gala and Ice Cream Social. Special thank you goes to Pam Sylvor, Julie and Brian Szymansky and her parents.

New Business:

1. Music Boosters: The Music Boosters program is in dire need of funds. Lisa And Jennifer came to the meeting to discuss the band program and their desperate need to continue the program. The band consists of 53 fourth through sixth graders. Each parent of a band member is asked to pay $250 for the year, but no student is turned away based on ability to pay.  In the past, the gift card program has helped supplement their income, but sales are way down.  They asked the PSO for a monetary donation, they need $1500.  In lieu of direct giving, the Music Boosters will run the bake sale at the ICS and keep all proceeds. Also, a coins for change program was suggested. Although the PSO is unable at this time to give money directly, we do support their efforts.

2. PSO/CEF Merger: The committee formed to look into this matter game their report. Allison Wylot brought a hand out to the meeting. (See attached) They are continuing to look into the matter and are seeking advise from tax accountants. The idea of a merger seems to be positive, just logistically it may be difficult. Many were concerned if it would affect the amount of money both groups raise. Others were concerned about what the group would be called and how it could marketed effectively. There would definitely be a reduction in the amount of ask at the start of the year, possibly on one flier. There are many different aspects to ponder. The committee will continue to meet and is interested in hearing your feedback. Any thoughts should be channeled through Brita Brewer to take to the committee. 

3. Ice Cream Social: This years Ice Cream Social is set for May 2nd, 10 -3 pm. This year’s theme is Scoop's Ahoy. Pirates will be around campus for this fun event. Ciara Ortiz and Suzie Abeyta will be the co-chair. DBA Health Plans of USA will be sponsoring the Ice Cream. A check for $450 was given!! Thanks for this generous gift to the PSO!

Suzie and Ciara were still seeking volunteers to chair the following: Opportunity Drawing, BBQ (Peter Mlynar) Signage (Susie Murray, Shannon Delaney and Christy Bulskov) Make it Take It (Pam Sylvor) and Ice Cream. Most committees are underway or will be soon. Chair Information Packets should be going home soon.


Class Basket Report: Class Baskets, Class creations and Teacher Experiences are going to be optional this year. It is the hope that teachers will choose to participate in at least one or two of these. 


T-shirt: The first draft of the T-shirt art was passed around and Courtney was looking for feedback. 

Board & Committee Reports:

1. Budget: Tom Pellegrino pleaded with the group that when allocated moneys for next year to give as much as possible to specialty teachers and the music program. With both state cuts and property taxes down, next year will be a tough year. Per the PSO mission statement, PSO uses their money to reach as many students as possible, and specialty teachers do this. Tom also feels that the music program is an incredible opportunity for all kids. Funding should continue to help the program keep continuity and structure. 


From a state level, there needs to be $50,000 in cuts this year.  Also, $64,000 to make up for lost property tax revenue. Tom and the Board are trying to make mid-year cuts that don’t hurt the learner and that don’t eliminate staff. Unfortunately, next year, these budget cuts are compounded. The Board is looking into solutions; one of them is the possibility of increasing the Kindergarten through third class size to 23 kids. This would allow more room in the budget for more teachers at the fourth fifth and sixth grade. 

2. Health Council: The Health council recently held a meeting. The wellness policy was examined. School Hot Lunch Nutritional information will soon be available on the website soon. 

3. Site Council: Site Council will hold its next meeting March 10th.

3. ELAC/DLAC: Next meeting will be next week.
4. Teacher Reports: Pat Lawyer expressed her fondness of Cardiff paraprofessionals in the classroom. She hopes even with budget cuts, the practice of hiring parents to become assistants will continue.

Sue Yant and Susie Murray gave a report of Ada Harris. A staff meeting was held and the idea of cultural enrichment was discussed. Last year, the teachers did not receive funds for this due to a very tight budget, looking towards next year, would they want it back.   The staff felt that some grades had a more difficult time finding cultural outings that matched with their curriculum, perhaps in exchange; a fine art assembly could come to the school, and maybe more money for field trips. 

5. Cardiff Education Foundation: The gala is March 14th. It looks to be a fun and fantastic night. Don't forget to purchase tickets, there are about 40 tickets left!

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm

The next meeting will be March 18, 2009.

