Parent Staff Organization Meeting

Cardiff School District

September 17, 2007

Minutes

PSO Officers:

Britta Brewer

President

Craig Weaver

Vice-President Ada Harris

Courtney Engelman
Co-Vice President Cardiff Elementary

Suzie Abeyta

Co-Vice President Cardiff Elementary


Courtney Engelman***
Treasurer


Greta Ott


Secretary

Attendees:

Tom Pellegrino, Julie Parker, Jill Heichel, Donna Kulbacki, Olivia Kleinvath, Stacy Davis, Susan Magnuson, Allison Wylot, Lisa Weaver, Pam Sylvor, Kristen McCartney, Michelle Melton, Kelly Holway, Lisa Dalton, Vicki Brandon, Andrea Murphy, Mary Jo Schmann, Beth Scerni, Carrie Elwin, Melissa Clark, Alan Lechusza, Peter Mlynar, Maura Kate Benford-Combe, Adelaida Romero, Analuloi Perez, Becky Escobar, 

Introductions:

1. Welcome/Attendee introductions- Meeting called to order at 6:33 by Susan Magnuson, 2007-2008 President. Introduction around room.

2. Agenda review/additions: No changes.

Minutes:

1. Review and adoption of June minutes. Motion to approve by Stacy Davis, seconded by Craig Weaver. Unanimously passed

New Business:

1. PSO- who is the PSO?

a. The new website: www.cardiffschools.com/pso is up and running. The website is a great resource for information. The goals of the PSO include trying to include everybody to create a community and to make a difference in the education of our children. There are many different opportunities within the PSO both big and small.  Action Item: A feedback section was suggested for the website.

b. Tom Pellegrino: Tom thanked all for coming. He congratulated the teachers, parents, staff and students for their great achievement with the API scores. Our great ranking comes is truly a reflection of the staffs dedication.

c. Jill Heichel/ Julie Parker: Jill spoke of Ada Harris’s excitement about having all third graders on campus (except for MAC third graders). The year is off to a great start, which wouldn’t be possible with out the parent support! Julie spoke about Cardiff being such a great place.

d. Donna Kulbacki: The teachers feel lucky to be at both Cardiff and Ada Harris. The PSO is a big part of the school!  (The teacher reps from AH both could not attend tonight’s meeting, due to a conflict, Oak Crest back to school night)

2.  New Officers

1. President. Susan officially stepped down as President. 

New officer elections starting from the Secretary.

2. Secretary: Greta was nominated by Courtney Engelman and seconded by Suzie Abeyta. Unanimously passed.

3. Treasurer: We are currently seeking a new treasurer; this is a great opportunity to get involved. The job includes: QuickBooks, field check processing, banking basics, basic accounting. 

4. Vice President of Cardiff: This job entails hanging the meeting banner, coordinating and communicating to class liaisons. Britta nominated Courtney Engelman and Suzie Abeyta to be co-presidents.  Seconded by Carrie. Unanimously passed.
5. Vice President of Ada Harris: Much to the surprise of his wife, Craig announced that he is willing to continue as the vice president. Craig Waver was nominated by Alison and seconded by Lisa. Unanimously passed

6. President: The job includes coordinating and overseeing the organization. The president runs the meeting, makes agenda and keeps everything together. Britta expressed interest in the position. Britta Brewer was nominated to be President by Courtney Engelman and Seconded by Suzie, Unanimously passed

Volunteers Needed:

1. Membership Directory Coordinator: Carrie Elwin and Lisa Weaver agreed to create the new membership directory. Susan will work as a “consultant.”

2. Wave Newsletter Editor: The wave is our monthly newsletter, generated to keep parents informed and to create a sense of community. Alan Lechusza expressed interest in the position but would contact Britta with a final decision.
3. Box Top Coordinator for Ada Harris: Michelle Melton will collect and count Box tops from AH. Both Craig and Susan will help her present the awards.
4. Volunteer Survey: Greta agreed to organize the information parents gave on the yellow volunteer surveys. 
5. Halloween Carnival Chair: The Halloween carnival is a very well organized one-night carnival. It will be October 25th at Ada Harris. This event generates close to $10,000! Kelly Holway and Olivia’s neighbor Jen (who was not present) both may be interested.
Fundraising Activities: (See flyer)
1. eScript: This is a great no-cost fundraiser. Parents should registrar their club cards, and every time they shop Cardiff PSO gets a percentage. Suzie thinks the form should also be available in Spanish. 

2. Dinner’s Night out: Once a month, PSO hosts Dinner’s Night out. Restaurants give usually 20% to the PSO. The first one was Boston’s. It was very successful and the PSO will receive around $328. The next one is Ki’s. Wednesday October 1.

3. Ice Cream Social: Largest fundraiser. Lat year, this event brought in close to $42,000. One-day carnival and silent auction. May 2, 2009. Both Greta and Andrea Murphy expressed an interest to help solicit donations.

4. Box Tops: This is also a great no-cost fundraiser. For each Box top clipped and brought in, the school gets 10 cents. 

Community Out Reach & Interaction:

1. Red Ribbon Week: Olivia wanted to share that Red Ribbon Week will be October 27-31. New this year is a speaker series, starting October 29th featuring Suzie Walton.

2. Family Nights: Both Cardiff and Ada Harris have Family fun nights throughout the year. These include movie night, fitness night and game night at the Encinitas Community Center.  

3. Ada Harris Study Buddies: The PSO also supports the program, which pairs a high school student with students needing extra help. The time spent together help create a mentor relationship.

4. Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive: Every year the PSO organizes and sponsors a food drive that benefits Cardiff families. The recipients of this program our chosen in confidence by the principals. Teri Scime will be chairing it this year.

Board And Committee Reports:

1. District/ Board: Next board meeting is October 16th at 5:00. Parents are encouraged to attend meetings and have a say in spending. 

2. Site Council: The site council is currently seeking new members. The Site Council is made up of five parents, both principals and teacher representatives. Next meeting is September 25th, from 3:15-4:15 pm. The council analyzes and updates the student achievement plan based on the test results. The council makes recommendations for student’s achievement. 

3. Health Council: The health council meets twice a year. This council looks into the wellness policy at school; this includes nutrition, physical education, and food celebrations. 

4. Music Boosters: Advanced band has already started, with a lower turn out than expected.  The biggest fundraiser is the gift card program. A flyer will be going home once a month.

5. ELAC/DLAC: This is basically a Spanish-speaking version of site council. Meetings are the last Monday of the month.

6. Cardiff Education Foundation: The CEF deals mostly with direct giving. Their parent brochure went home this week. Kindergarten parent night is September 26th, from 6:30-8:30 pm. The annual Mardi Gras will be March 14th, 2009. The Rob Machado Golf Experience is September 29th, and 100% of the proceeds will go to the CEF. (This is an annual event, but different groups have benefited each year, this year it is Cardiff.) The next CEF meeting is October 2nd, at 7:00 pm in the Cardiff School library. 

MaryJo wanted to go on record stating that she is involved in both the PSO and CEF and feels that these two organizations can work together. Both organizations work towards similar goals. 
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m

The next meeting will be October 15, 2007.

