Parent Staff Organization Meeting

Cardiff School District

November 19, 2007

Minutes

PSO Officers:

Britta Brewer

President

Suzie Abeyta

Vice President Cardiff Elementary


Courtney Engelman
Treasurer


Greta Ott


Secretary

Attendees: 

Tom Pellegrino, Jill Heichel, Donna Kulbacki, David Agran, Stacy Davis, Diana Holmes, Lisa Dalton, Allison Wylot, Olivia Kleinrath, Pam Sylvor, Michelle Melton, Mark Whitehouse, Damian Baumhover, Carrie Elwin, Rebecca Belice, Meghan Laurs, Kristen McCartney, Becky Escobar, Vicki Brandon, Andrea Murphy

Introductions:

1. Welcome/Attendee introductions- Meeting called to order at 6:34 by Britta Brewer. Introduction around room.

2. Agenda review/additions: No changes.

Minutes:

1. Review and adoption of October minutes. Motion to approve by Courtney seconded by Suzie Abeyta. Unanimously passed.

Old Business:

1. President report: Britta wanted to start the meeting by apologizing for her error in judgment. She inadvertently gave the impression in an automated phone calla, that the PSO supported certain candidates for city council. She in no way meant to offend anyone. She feels that she has learned a lot from the experience. In light of these events, she began thinking of ways to improve our organization. She would like to make the following items her priority – empathizing with volunteers, urging all to use the feedback form for both the positive and negative comments, and wants to encourage that all room representatives try to come to meetings to encourage clear and open communication.


Also, Britta feels that as a group we should focus on some family fun type activities for a change.  She had some ideas and passed around a survey to see what were group thoughts. Parent talent show ranked high on the list, as well as dance party. Anyone interested in organizing such an event should see Britta. 

2. Treasurer’s Report: Courtney gave her report. (See flyer) Halloween carnival brought in $8800. Membership is at $7600, which is down from around $11,000 last year.

3. Box Top: It was discussed about the possibility of sending home envelopes to collect Box Tops. Ada Harris always seems to have a lower amount and a few incentives were discussed. Kristy McCartney volunteered to get a flyer home to Ada Harris parents that the students name should be written on the back of the box top to be entered into a drawing. 

4. Dinner’s Night Out: Rubio’s will be December 3rd, from 2-9 pm.

5. Music Boosters: Band is going well. The gift card program is in full swing. Gift cards can be ordered through form that comes home in the grey envelopes or online. The Wildcats will have their recital on December 11 at 7 pm at Ada Harris. There are approximately 50-60 students who participate. Monies raised from the gift card program and parent donations goes to the sectional coaches. The Music Boosters must raise $15,000 a year. Ideas were suggested for revenue…. selling tickets for concerts or making CD’s for purchase.

6. Food Drive: Donations seem to be up for the food drive, in both food and gift cards. In the past, there have been 30 baskets created, this year the goal in 40. Food Shopping happened today and distribution will be Thursday November 20th.

7. Merunissa Benford-Combs presented her friend who owes Shampoo2 on Cedros in Solana Beach. She is interested in doing a fundraiser where 20% goes back to the school. She was asked to put something in writing and present it to the treasurer.
Community Outreach/Interaction Reports:

1. Newsletter: Britta is hoping another Newsletter can go out in December. 

2. Red Ribbon Week; Olivia wanted to give a big thank you to the PSO for supporting the parent forum series. It was a great night with lots of positive feedback. Parents are looking forward to having Suzie Walton back/ It was suggested that a link to her website Indigo village be put on the Cardiff School District website.

New Business:

1. Room Reps: Britta wished to open the floor to the room representatives. Some parents were wondering if there was assistance to families in need. It was suggested that if you feel there is a child in need to seek out the administration to find a solution.

Board And Committee Reports:

1. District/ Board: Tom will be hosting another Superintendent coffee. It will be December 3rd after drop off. He also wanted to announce that a great replacement has been found for Betty Friedman in daycare.  During the month of November, Mission federal is honoring teachers. Tom wants to encourage parents to go into Mission federal and fill out a teacher appreciation card.  The forms are due November 30th. He had some available at the meeting and asked the parents to fill them out.

2. Principals: Jill gave a principals report. Parent Teacher conferences are currently happening at both schools. Ada Harris is having their book fair; Cardiff Schools was at Barnes & Noble. The fifth grade participated in JA Biztown, which is a mini city stimulation game. It is a very integrated and dynamic unit. The disaster drills were practiced at both schools. Jill also wanted to thank the PSO for all we do and the great energy produced from our group.

3. Teacher Representatives: Donna gave the teacher representative report. Many classes are preparing their holiday performances. Many of the teachers attended a conference at Ada Harris with a writing specialist.

4. ELAC/DLAC: When a school has 20 or more English Learners students, an English Learner Advisory Community is formed. They meet once a month and parents can learn about happenings at the schools and policies that are available to help English learner students. 

5. Cardiff Education Foundation:  Mark gave the report from the CEF. First he gave the treasurers report, in which general donations are down. Preparations are well underway for the gala. Matt Rimmel the owner of Zenbu and Rimmels has generously agreed to donate the dinner for the gala. He also has expressed interest in helping with Ocean Week. The Cardiff Chamber of Commerce will be having a Green Expo December 7th, proceeds from this event with go to the CEF. The event is from 10 am to 3 pm.

Officer reports:

1. Treasurer: Courtney wanted to start a discussion about the PSO budget process in May. She feels we need to really start looking at where the money goes and what percentages we want going to things like salary, the district. In order to facilitate more parental input we would be starting the process earlier in the year, perhaps in January.

This began a discussion on the low turnout of Board meetings. It seems surprising that very few parents go to the meetings. Although the meetings are held in the earlier part of the evening, at 5 pm, parents really need to make attending these meetings a priority. It was discussed that perhaps one meeting a quarter could be later in the evening. The next meeting in December 11, at 5 pm. This meeting looks at the budget and options for budget looking ahead in this uncertain time. Attendance is highly recommended.
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pomp

The next meeting will be December 17, 2008.
