Parent Staff Organization Meeting

Cardiff School District

December 17, 2008

Minutes

PSO Officers:

Britta Brewer


President

Suzie Abeyta


Vice President Cardiff Elementary

Craig Weaver

Vice President Ada Harris Elementary


Courtney Engelman

Treasurer


Greta Ott


Secretary

Attendees: 

Tom Pellegrino, Julie Parker, David Agran, Carrie Elwin, Billy Stern, Julie Cheeseman, Meghan Laurs, Pam Sylvor, Allison Wylot, Damian Baumhover, Kristen McCartney, Michelle Melton

Introductions:

1. Welcome/Attendee introductions- Meeting called to order at 6:34 by Britta Brewer. Introduction around room.

2. Agenda review/additions: No changes.

Minutes:

1. Review and adoption of November minutes. Motion to approve by Courtney seconded by Craig Weaver. Unanimously passed.

Old Business:

1. Treasurer’s report: Courtney updated the group on recent fundraising. (See profit/loss attached) The field trip communication is increasing. There was a question about mini-grants, why doesn’t the music teacher get one? The administrators of the schools and Courtney felt that she has a lot of discretionary funding, so a mini grant isn’t warranted. 

2. Teacher favorites: Greta has a list of teachers’ favorite things (restaurants and stores) from a survey they filled out last year and this year). This information is available upon request for gift giving purposes. Please contact Greta at gretaott@yahoo.com for specifics.

3. Dinner’s Night Out: The next dinner night out is January 7th at Mandarin City. Rubio’s was packed all night and seemed to go well, but numbers are not in yet. Usually at the restaurants, flyers are available at the registrar if you forgot/lost yours, just ask.

4. Music Boosters: In Lisa’s absence, Britta gave a report. The concert went well and overall it was a great show. Gift cards sells are way down. All students (including younger ones) should be encouraged to attend the Spring Concert in February. 

Community Outreach/Interaction Reports:

1. The Wave: Due to personal obligations, Alan had to step down as the coordinator of the Wave. Kristen McCartney agreed to take over. Her first edition will be out mid-January. There were many ideas discussed, possibly interviewing an upper grade teacher.

New Business:

1. Bike/Walk to School days: Billy stern would like to propose a once monthly bike/walk to school day. Starting in January 2009, the dates of January 30th and February 27th were discussed. Some questions and concerns arose, safety issues, and bike sports. Julie and Jill will have temporary bike parking lots available on that day. Billy was instructed to produce a flyer (half or whole sheet) to circulate and getting information up on the PSO website.

2. Room Reps: The room reps requested a summary of the meeting from Brita to email to their classes. 

3. Budget Discussion:  In an effort to start the budget process earlier, a discussion was started to discuss where the PSO wanted to see their money going. Although there are some expendituresn that are grandfathered, such as the sixth grade camp expense and mini-grants (these things can be viewed as the core), the majority of our budget is discretionary. The district applauds our efforts to begin early and hopes to have a list of wants/needs in early 2009. Also, the district request we consider going back to a process in which, the district grants staff requests from a lump sum given from the PSO, (rather than the PSO officers having to do that).  

The discussion of money leads to a discussion of the Ice Cream Social and Silent Auction where a large chunk of our money is made. In the new year, Allison will begin seeking donation that she feels will do well at the ICS, and passing bigger ticket items to the CEF’s gala. 

The district and board are working their budget with the assumption that both the PSO and CEF will have the same amount of money towards to district plus a 5% increase. Discussion to be continued…

Board And Committee Reports:

1. Principals Report: At Ada Harris, a classroom was outfitted with 34 guitars from Taylor Guitars. These will be used by the fifth and sixth grade during music class. 

2. CEF: The CEF is well into Gala prep. They are busy getting sponsorships for the event. Zenbu and Rimmel’s will be catering the event at no cost to the CEF! Overall, checks from families are way down. They are hopeful that the gala will bring in much needed funds to help them meet their fundraising expectations. 

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 7:37 pm

The next meeting will be January 21, 2009.

