Parent Staff Organization Meeting

Cardiff School District

March 18, 2009

Minutes

PSO Officers:

Britta Brewer


President

Suzie Abeyta


Vice President Cardiff Elementary

Craig Weaver


Vice President Ada Harris Elementary

Courtney Engelman

Treasurer

Greta Ott


Secretary

•Attendees: Tom Pellegrino, Jill Heichel, Lisa Dalton, David Agran, Kristen McCartney, Sarah Gardner, Allison Wylot, Julie Cheeseman, Andrea Murphy, Damian Baumhover, Pamela Sylvor, Carolyn Whitehouse, Meghan Laurs, Carrie Elwin, Olivia Kleinrath

•Introductions: Meeting called to order at 6:36 by Britta Brewer. 

Agenda review/additions: No changes.

•Minutes: Review and adoption of February minutes. Motion to approve by Courtney seconded by Julie Cheeseman. Unanimously passed.

•Updates:

1.Treasurer’s Report: Courtney reported that things are going surprisingly
well, considering the economy. Dinners Night Out income is "on track" to match
last year. The Magazine Drive income was up Almost $1000. Our interest income
is significantly up, almost double of last year.  

Please encourage all parents to register their grocery club cards. When a new
card is issued, you have to re-register with the school. There is a link off the
website.
2. Dinner’s Night Out: Tomiko’s brought in $830, only $50 less than last year. For the month of April, dinner will be at Pat & Oscars in Carlsbad, and the Yogurt Shack in the Crazy Burro shopping center (also in Carlsbad). April 1, 2009. Please join us! A flier will be circulated next week
3. Newsletter: “The Wave”: The next edition will be sent home on April 15th.
Deadline for submissions is April 10. Email Kristen at kristen.mccartney@att.net

4. Ocean Night: Ocean Night will be March 31st from 5:30-7:30 pm at Cardiff 

School. All families are encouraged to attend to check out new and returning
activities, including craft rooms, story telling, plastic bag man, turtle talk, Coast 

Keepers, water shed presentation and more. Volunteers are needed to help direct traffic and keep the night moving. There is the possiblity of having a food vendor at the event, but details are still forming. Please see Carolyn Whitehouse for details, Carolyn_whitehouse@yahoo.com, or Olivia Klienrath, okleinrath@yahoo.com.

5. CEF/PSO Collaboration: The discussion continues and the committee continues to meet. One idea would be to amend the bylaws of both organizations to include a statement of support of the other organization. There is also talk of forming a ‘invisible’ board to oversee both groups, but they still are separate. There are a many particulars about the functionality of the groups.  The committee is looking for feedback from the community. David Agran reported that he was able to track down the founder of the CEF, in an attempt to gain understanding why it was first created. Kelly McQue was pleased to hear that both the PSO and the CEF are raising so much money for the school district. David explained “her baby had grown up and was off to medical school.” Please email Britta, britta@bishealth.com or David Agran, dagran@sbcglobal.net with your thoughts.

•New Business:

1. Ice Cream Social: The 33rd Annual Ice Cream Social is set for May 2, 2009, from 10 to 3. Looks to be lots of pirate-y fun!  All chairs are up on the website. All committees are doing well.  Parents who are willing to donate, there is a wish list up on the website and collection boxes outside the schools. Suzie is available by email and phone to answer all questions regarding the event. They are looking into the possibility of adding another food vendor that would have vegan/vegetarian items. There are lots of volunteer opportunities, if interested email Suzie Abeyta, suer0077@hotmail.com.


•Class baskets themes will be assigned/chosen next week. Collection will start April 8 and continue through the 24th.  Basket wrapping will occur the week before the event.

•Unfortunately, llamas are hard to rent. The business we have used in the past has gone out of business. There will be pony rides instead and possibly a petting zoo.

• Budget for the Ice cream Social: Courtney is trying to work out a budget for the silent auction potion of the event. The costs add up quickly, between printing, bid sheets and class creations. 

•Silent Auction Allison reported that things are going well. Donations are coming in. If you have a donation please turn in to the top PSO box by April 2nd. Questions should be directed to Allison Wylot, wylot@sbcglobal.net.

2. Electronic PSO: The PSO is looking to become paperless next year.  Instead of
flyers, some sort of e-packets will be sent out electronically to email. Paper fliers
will still be an option for families with out computer access. Tom, Julie and Jill
are also looking into this as an option to communicate with parents in a ‘greener’
cost effective way.

3. Budget: A general concern amongst the group is the budget process. The hope is
that the process will start earlier. We will hopefully have a list of "needs" from
teachers and the district by the April meeting. This will give parents time to
review the information before it is discussed in May and voted on in June. Please
remember, only PSO members who have attended more than 50% of the
meetings can vote on the budget. There are some option to help assist this
process including adding an extra meeting in between the regular meeting or
starting the process earlier. Starting the process earlier tends to be a bit
challenging, since the administrators don’t have a complete head count for the
up coming year. The PSO officers would like to address this issue to keep
parents informed and involved.

4. Kindergarten Info Night: Kindergarten Information night for incoming
Kindergarten
parents will be on April 15 in the multi purpose room at Cardiff.
Julie Parker is seeking parent volunteers to help with event, and also to assist
with tours on
the morning of April 24th. Please email Julie, japarker@sdcoe.ne

•Board & Committee Reports:

1. District/School Board: Tom shared the current budget crisis, which appears
to be getting worse. Also, a major current concern in Cardiff is security. Many
homes have been broken into in recent weeks. Tom is asking all residents to be
proactive: secure property, make sure your home looks inhabited, and band
together with neighbors to be on the lookout for abnormalities in the
neighborhoods. Tom was also very excited to see so many parents having a
great time at the Gala.

2. Principals: At Cardiff, Ocean Week is coming up. The Sing Along and parade will be
February 27th at 8:45 am. Parent teacher conferences week is going very well.
At Ada Harris, fourth graders are currently taking their STAR tests. Also, Ada
Harris is also having a jog-a-thon.  And colonial days will be Friday March 20th.
3.ELAC/DLAC: The next ELAC/DLAC meeting is March 30th at 6 pm.
4. CEF: The gala was a fantastic and FUN night. The event raised over $67,000. Final
numbers are not yet available.
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm

The next meeting will be April 15, 2009.
